








































































































































71











the 
way 
that 
we 

went

76



77

artist 
biographies 



the 
way 
that 
we 

went

78

Cecilia Dannell

Cecilia Danell (b.1985) is a Swedish artist based 

in Galway, Ireland since 2004. She has been 

shortlisted for numerous art awards including the 

Hennessy Craig Award and the RCSI Art Prize, 

and was in residence at Centre Culturel Irlandais, 

Paris, in 2020 as the 2019 recipient of the Visual 

Artists Ireland/Suki Tea Art Prize. 

She has received several Arts Council Bursary 

and Project Awards (2010, 2011, 2017, 2019, 

2020), the 2017 Arts Council Next Generation and 

has been awarded a two-month residency at the 

Nordic Artists’ Centre Dale, Norway (2016). Her 

work is held in public and private collections in 

Ireland, Sweden, Norway, Canada, France and 

the UK, including those of the OPW, the Arts 

Council and Motala Municipal Council, Sweden.

Recent exhibitions include: ‘I set a Bait for the 

Unknown’ (solo), Kevin Kavanagh, Dublin (2020), 

‘In a Landscape’ (solo) at the Royal Hibernian 

Academy (RHA), Dublin (2019), ‘Winter Wanderer’ 

(solo) at Kevin Kavanagh Gallery, Dublin (2019) 

and ‘Futures - Series 3 Episode 2’ at the Royal 

Hibernian Academy (RHA), Dublin (2018). She is 

represented by Kevin Kavanagh, Dublin.

Comhghall Casey

Comhghall Casey was born in Co. Donegal in 1976. 

His family moved from Ramelton in Co.Donegal 

to Omagh in Co. Tyrone in 1979. Casey attended 

St. Conor’s Primary School, Omagh (1980-1987) 

followed by the Christian Brothers’ Grammar 

School, Omagh (1987-1994). In 1994 he studied 

Foundation Art and Design at the Belfast School 

of Art, and in 1995 began the BA Hons Fine Art 

course at the same college, graduating in 1998 

and beginning work as an artist. In 2000 he 

moved to Dublin where he has since been living 

and working. In 2017 he was elected an Associate 

Member of the Royal Ulster Academy.
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Donald Teskey

Donald Teskey  was born in Co. Limerick and 

graduated from Limerick School of Art and 

Design in 1978. He came to prominence as 

an artist through his skill as a draughtsman 

during the 1980s with several significant solo 

exhibitions.  Since 1992 he has crafted out a 

substantial body of work as a painter of the 

landscape focusing on the ruggedness of the 

western seaboard. Sometimes working on a very 

large scale, his images reflect  his response to the 

formal elements of composition; shape, form and 

fall of light.  He is a member of Aosdána and the 

recipient of awards from EV+A, the Claremorris 

Open Exhibition, the Royal Hibernian Academy 

and the Royal Ulster Academy.

In 2002 he was awarded a full fellowship to the 

Vermont Studio Centre, USA. He has participated 

in international residencies including the Centre 

Culturel Irlandais, Paris and at the Josef and 

Annie Albers Foundation, Connecticut, USA. 

Teskey’s work has been exhibited in the UK, 

USA, Canada, China, Germany, France, Finland 

and South Africa. Collections include the Irish 

Museum of Modern Art, Arts Council of Ireland,  

corporate and private collections worldwide. He 

is represented by Oliver Sears Gallery, Dublin; 

Dolan/Maxwell Gallery, Philadelphia and Art First 

Contemporary Art, London.

Éanna Byrt

A 2005 graduate of the Limerick School of Art 

& Design, specialising in printmaking, Éanna 

worked for several years in arts and music before 

re-engaging with a studio practice in 2016, 

after studying painting and drawing in the Royal 

Hibernian Academy. He currently   occupies   a 

studio space in the Courthouse Gallery & Studios 

Ennistymon   where he explores traditional oil 

painting techniques with a combination of  digital 

tools and image manipulation processes. 

Having spent lockdown helping his four-year-old 

son navigate this formative period in isolation,  his 

work began to document this time  exploring their 

home landscape of the North Clare coastline.  

The work seeks to capture the innocent joy of 

discovering  new sensations and begins to draw on 

the experiences created while his son made his own 

first experiments with paint in the same period.
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Eithne Jordan

Eithne Jordan was born in Dublin where she 

studied at Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design 

& Technology. She was awarded a DAAD 

scholarship to study at the Hochschule der 

Künste in West Berlin, where she subsequently 

lived for several years. Since 1990 she has worked 

between Languedoc in the south of France and 

Ireland. Jordan is a member of Aosdána and the 

Royal Hibernian Academy. She has exhibited 

extensively in Ireland and Europe and her work is 

in major public and private collections in Ireland, 

Europe and the USA. 

Geraldine O’Reilly

Geraldine O’Reilly is a Visual Artist and 

Printmaker. She is a graduate of the National 

College of Art and Design, Dublin. She has had 

many solo exhibitions and shown in selected 

group exhibitions throughout Ireland, America, 

Australia, France, Belgium, Sweden, England 

and Poland. A former board member of Graphic 

Studio Dublin, she  was elected to  Aosdána in 

2004.  She has received awards including the 

Fulbright Scholarship, commissioned exhibitions 

of contemporary prints, designed a postage stamp 

for An Post, and won commissions including Per 

Cent for Art and Public Art projects.

Kathy Tynan

Kathy Tynan  (b.1984) makes paintings which 

typically depict details and particularities of urban 

and domestic scenes. Her direct and energetic 

approach to the painted surface favours liveliness 

over correctness of representation. While her 

paintings are figurative, the real subject matter of 

her work is the moment of encounter within the 

everyday when ordinary or usually overlooked 

aspects of a scene become illuminated.

In 2018 she published her first book of 

paintings,  Proud & Strong All Day Long. She has 

completed a three-month residency at the Cité 

Internationale des Arts, Paris and has been awarded 

the Dublin City Council Visual Arts Bursary (2019). 

She has been shortlisted for The Hennessey-Craig 

prize for painting and has received a special award 

from The Golden Fleece in 2020. 

Solo and two person exhibitions include  Two 

Painters, Highlanes Gallery, Drogheda 

(2020); Green Like Now, Kevin Kavanagh, Dublin 

(2019);  Luminous Twitch, The Lab Gallery, 

Dublin (2019) and  Atonal Supersound, Kevin 

Kavanagh, Dublin (2017). Selected group shows 

include  Everything is in Everything, Sirius Arts 

Centre, Cork (2019);  Traversées du Marais, Cité 

Internationale des Arts, Paris (2018);  Trophy 

Hunters, Dada Post, Berlin (2018); Constellations, 

Kuvataide Academia, Helsinki (2018);  Many 

Worlds, Centre Cultural Irlandais, Paris (2017). 

She is represented by Kevin Kavanagh, Dublin.
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Kaye Maahs

Kaye Maahs is a painter and a native of Kerry who 

has been living and working in the Burren, County 

Clare since 2003.  Kaye holds a BA in Fine Art 

(2015) from the Centre of Creative Arts & Media, 

GMIT, Galway. Maahs is the recipient of awards 

including the Thomas Dammann Junior Memorial 

Trust Award (2019),  enabling  her to travel to 

Iceland for research, and the Art Council of 

Ireland, Agility Award (2021). She has undertaken 

numerous residencies in Ireland, including the 

Tyrone Guthrie Cenre (2017) the Heinrich Böll 

Cottage Residency on Achill Island, Mayo (2017) 

and at Cill Rialaig Project Residency.

Recent shows include the RHA Annual Exhibition 

(2021), Cairde Visual (2019),  Kerry Visual Artist 

Showcase (2019),  September Group Show, 

Claremorris Gallery Mayo (2018), the Hermione 

Exhibition at Alexandra College, Dublin, curated by 

Aisling Prior (2018),  Claremorris Open Exhibition, 

Curated by Tom Morton (2017), VUE Art Fair at the 

RHA with Claremorris Gallery (2017), Boyle Arts 

Festival (2017), and the ‘9 Walls’ Exhibition (2017) 

at the Hyde Bridge Gallery, Sligo.

Martin Gale

Martin Gale was born in Worcester, England, and 

moved to Ireland at a young age. He studied at 

the National College of Art and Design. His work 

generally responds to the contemporary Irish 

landscape, and how people interact with it. His 

paintings often create a dark commentary on rural 

life in modern Ireland. In 1980 Gale represented 

Ireland at the XI Biennale de Paris, Nice, Lisbon, 

Finland, and had a solo show at the Taylor Galleries 

where he has continually exhibited since. Gale is 

a member of Aosdána and was elected a member 

of the RHA in 1996. A major retrospective of his 

work was held at the Academy’s Gallagher Gallery 

in 2004, moving to the Ulster Museum in Belfast 

the following year.   His landscapes are a unique 

take on the tradition of photorealism, and most 

often it is the contemporary figures occupying 

them that are the true subject of his work. His 

work is held in numerous collections nationally 

and internationally. 
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Matthew Mitchell

Matthew Mitchell is a fine artist painter based 

in Co Clare. He trained as a printmaker at the 

University of the West of England and as an art 

teacher at Goldsmith’s College, London before  

completing his MFA at the National College of Art 

and Design in 2017 and was awarded the NCAD 

Studio Residency at NAStudios, Dublin. He is 

recipient of the emerging Irish Artist Residency 

Award at Burren College of Art, and has exhibited 

widely in Ireland.

Mitchell has exhibited in Law Society of Ireland, 

VUE Art Fair Dublin, Mason Hayes and Curran, 

The Sailors Home in Limerick and the RHA 

annual exhibition, ‘INTERPLAY’, Burren College 

of Art and 126 Artist-Run Gallery, Galway, and 

‘LEGACY’ in The Courthouse Gallery Ennistymon.

His work has been purchased by the OPW, the 

Law Society of Ireland, and are held in private 

collections internationally.

Mollie Douthit

Mollie Douthit (b.1986) is a Cork based oil 

painter, utilising her own biography she creates 

small-scale paintings. Originally from North 

Dakota, since 2012 Douthit has resided between 

Ireland and the US. She holds a BFA from the 

University of North Dakota; Post Baccalaureate 

from Tufts University, Boston; and MFA from 

Burren College of Art, NUIG. Major achievements 

include the 2013 RHA Hennessy Craig award, a 

solo exhibition at the North Dakota Museum of 

Art, twice awarded the Elizabeth Greenshields 

Grant, and an Arts Council Bursary. Douthit 

has an autumn 2021 show show at Molesworth 

Gallery and works in the 191st RHA annual.

​

Additionally, her work has been featured 

in Hyperallergic, The Irish Times, Sunday 

Times Culture, New American Paintings, and 

Ilikeyourworkpodcast. Her work has been 

supported by residencies at the Jentel Foundation 

for the Arts, Tyrone Guthrie Centre, Ballinglen Arts 

Foundation, and Vermont Studio Centre. 
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Nick Miller

Known for his personal approach to revitalising 

the traditional genres of portrait, landscape and 

still life  in contemporary painting.  He spent 17 

years engaging with the landscape of the North 

west of Ireland with a unique series ‘Truckscapes’, 

paintings made in a large truck converted for use 

as a mobile studio.  Miller was elected to Aosdána 

in 2001 in recognition of his contribution to the arts 

in Ireland, and was the recipient of the inaugural 

2014 Hennessy Portrait Award at the National 

Gallery of Ireland. Significant solo exhibitions 

include: The Irish Museum of Modern Art, the RHA 

and the New York Studio School. His work is held 

in many collections nationally and internationally, 

including; IMMA; The Hugh Lane, Dublin City 

Gallery and The National Gallery of Ireland.

Nuala Clarke

Nuala Clarke was born in Dublin where she 

received a BA in Fine Art Painting from the National 

College of Art and Design. She then moved to 

New York City where she exhibited at Thomas 

Werner Gallery, Chelsea (2005/6) & Boltax Gallery, 

Shelter Island, NY (2005-11), among others. In 

2007, received a fellowship to the Ballinglen Arts 

Foundation, Mayo and began returning to Ireland 

from NYC to work there every year. In 2013 she 

moved full-time to the West of Ireland, where she 

is part-time Learning Curator at The Ballinglen 

Arts Foundation. She is the recent recipient of the 

Arts Council Bursary and COVID-19 Emergency 

Response Grant in 2020. She often works in  

collaboration with writer Crystal Gandrud and 

is represented by Sara Nightingale Gallery, Sag 

Harbor, NY, USA.
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Patrick Harris

Born in Dublin, Pat Harris studied at NCAD 

and Higher Institute of Fine Art, Antwerp. He is 

regarded as one of Ireland’s leading figurative 

painters. He has lectured in Painting at the Royal 

Academy of Fine Art, Antwerp and at NCAD. He 

has exhibited widely in group shows in Ireland and 

throughout Europe with numerous solo exhibitions 

in Belgium: De Zwarte Panter Antwerp, Gallery 

Brabo Antwerp, Gallery S65 Aalst and in Ireland 

at the Fenton Gallery in Cork, Fenderesky Gallery 

Belfast and Taylor Galleries Dublin.

His work is represented in a number of public 

collections, including: The Arts Council of Ireland, 

The Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin, The Hugh 

Lane Municipal Gallery of Modern Art, Dublin, 

The National Self-Portrait and Contemporary Art 

Collection Limerick, University College Dublin 

and The University of Antwerp, Belgium. He is a 

member of Aosdána and an Associate Member 

of The Royal Hibernian Academy where, in 2017, 

he was elected Professor of painting. He  is 

represented by Taylor Galleries, Dublin and Purdy 

Hicks, London.

Peter Burns

Peter Burns was born in Dublin and now lives 

and works in County Mayo. He holds a BA and 

an MFA in Painting from the National College of 

Art  and Design. In 2012 he was selected for the 

Royal Hibernian Academy’s Futures 12 survey 

of emerging Irish artists, and has subsequently 

exhibited widely in Ireland and Northern Ireland, 

London and New York. He is the recipient of 

the Pollock-Krasner Grant and Mayo County 

Council’s Tyrone Guthrie Centre Award. 
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Selma Makela

Selma Makela is based in Galway. Her practice 

references meteorological and geological 

phenomena as a means to explore the complexity 

of memory, migration and our changing 

environment. Paint is her main medium but she 

also works with print and more recently alternative 

photographic processes, to explore concepts of 

distance and dislocation in terms of geological 

timelines, migration and home.

She has been the recipient of awards and 

residencies from the Arts Council (2021), Centre 

Culturel Irlandais, Paris (2021), Fogo Island Arts, 

Newfoundland (2011), Fleck Fellowship, Banff 

Centre, Canada (2010), Galway County Council 

(2020) Leitrim Sculpture Centre (2017), The Model, 

Sligo (2017). Solo shows include: The Whitaker 

Art Gallery, Rossendale UK   (2022), The Model, 

Sligo (2017), Galway Arts Centre (2013), PEER, 

London (2012, 2008), Oonagh Young, Dublin 

(2010). Selected Group Exhibitions include: RHA, 

Dublin (2021), Gerald Moore, London (2020), 

Centre Culturel Irlandais, Paris (2015), Creekside 

Open, London (2017), Barbican Arts Trust, London 

(2016), RWA, Bristol (2017), Void Derry (2015).

Will O’Kane
 

Will O’Kane was born in Mayo in 1979. He 

operates within a speculative open-ended 

process,  reaching for whatever technique 

will carry the idea. He has a particular 

interest in  the synthesis of form and content. 

“For this painting ‘A Nova Scotia Telegram’ I was 

thinking generally of the geographical relationship 

of North America to North Mayo. The work 

teeters between pictorial representation and the 

idea of painting as a fetishised material thing. 

Communication is the main theme of the work 

suggested by the use of post it notes as a framing 

device. Contemporary painters like Peter Gallo 

came to mind while working but equally important 

was the Irish painters of the 1960/70s.”
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Thank you
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to Úna Forde, Nuala Clarke and Kevin Healy at Ballinglen Arts Foundation; 
to writer Joanne Laws and to Padraig Cunningham of Pure Designs.
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